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all Gifts and grown up in all grace and are come to a
fulness and ripeness in the Lord Jesus, it is comely
enough to take a great chair and sit at the end of
the table and with their cock'd hats on their heads
to say, ' God, we thought it not amiss to call upon
thee this evening and let thee know how affairs
stand. We have been very watchful since we were
last with thee and they are in a very hopeful condi-
tion. We hope that thou wilt not forget us; for we
are very thoughtful of thy concerns. We do some-
what long to hear from thee and if thou pleasest to
give us such a thing as Victory we shall be (as one
may say) good to thee in something else when it lies
in our way.' "

Mr. Vines, in St. Clement's Church, London, used
these words: " O Lord, thou hast never given us a
victory this long while for all our frequent fasting.
What dost thou mean, O Lord, to fling into a ditch
and there to leave us." One Robinson at South-
ampton (1642) prayed thus : "O God, O God, many
are the hands lift up against us, but there is one
God, it is thou thyself, O Father, who does us more
mischief than they all." "Gather upon God," said
another in a Fast sermon before the Commons, "and
hold him to it as Jacob did; press him with his
precepts, with his promises, with his hand, with his
seal, with his oath ; that is, if I may speak it rever-
ently enough, put the Lord out of countenance; put
him, as you would say, to the blush, unless we be
masters of our requests."

Even Sewall shows the same temper when, writing  from   Christ,  should kneel
